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System Function & Functional Unit

ÅService Provided = Function

ÅExample: drinking container 

ÅFunctional unit: 
ïTime, extent, quality

ÅExample:
ïContainers for yearôs worth of  

use of 12 ounce hot beverage 
at a college

ÅPermits comparison of single 
vs. multiple use containers

ÅMakes products fungible



Functional Units Additional Examples

ÅPassenger miles traveled

Å100 square meters of 
interior paint for 5 years

Å100 nights stay at a resort

ÅOne gigawatt hour of 
electricity delivered

ÅOne billion gallons of water 
drinking water delivered

ÅTelecommunication for 
Sacramento

ÅA million letters delivered



What 

Function do 

Parks 

Provide?

Buildings?



Gardens?

What do you think?



No Nature Here

http://www.seattle.gov/parks/_images/skatepark/boardKid2.jpg
http://www.seattle.gov/parks/_images/skatepark/skategirl.jpg


Building Function:

Grow stuff


